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Ocean exploration vocabulary in Palauan language



This learning resource was developed in support of Lebuu’s Voyage I & II — the 2024 
deep ocean exploration expeditions led by Ocean Exploration Trust, Palau International 
Coral Reef Center, and NOAA Ocean Exploration in Palau National Marine Sanctuary. Its 
contents are certified by the Palau Language Commission. 

The Lebuu’s Voyage expeditions were funded by NOAA Ocean Exploration via the Ocean Exploration 
Cooperative Institute as a contribution to the US government commitment to support the mapping of the 
Palau National Marine Sanctuary. Learn more at NautilusLive.org/Palau   
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Ngerchelel a Nautilus 

Lebuu’s Voyage Onboard Roles



Menguteling er a omesuub – Expedition Leader 



Chellimosk – Scientists



Omekall er a ROV – ROV Pilot



Omekrael er a bekall – Navigator



Olsisechakl e mesaod a urerel tial omesuub
 – Science Communication Educator



Rengalek er a skuul el ngar er a rekil a omesubir 
— Student/ Intern



Chellimosk er a ureor — Computer Scientists 
Ulsemuul er a ureor — Computer Engineers



Chad el oungerachel a omelai el llecheklel a daob — Video Engineer
 Meruul, oldekdak e olecholt a llecheklel a daob — Filmmaker



Rechad el oureor er a diall – Ship’s Crew



Tekoi er a daob

Ocean Terms



Daob – Ocean



Chei/daob – Sea



Eolt – Wind
Image: Pixabay CC4.0



Chedesaoch – Wave
Image: Pixabay CC4.0



Meched — Shallows
Image: Pixabay CC4.0



Daimechesengel — Toward the ocean (offshore)



Dailechei — Toward the mountain (inshore)



Orretel a ureor 

Exploration Operation Terms



Diall er a omesuub – Ship, Exploration Vessel



Mlai er a omesuub – Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) 



Llecheklel a bertakl — Seafloor (or Multibeam) Mapping



Omesubel a eungel a berteklel a daob – Sub-bottom Profiler



Olsechelel a omesuub — Science lab



Olidiuul er a tekoi/chais – Broadcast Studio



Ngiuul – Grab Sample



Melmotm – Suction/ Slurp Sample 



Klekedall el melai a dengitech er a daob 
– Push Core/ Sediment Core



 Klekedall er a ngiul a lmel a daob – Water Sample



Omesuub ma ureor er a 
bebul a bertakl

Geological Terms



Baderitech – Basalt rock



Rois er a bertakl – Seamount



Oberberk el bebul a rois er a bertakl 
– Guyot (flat-topped seamount)



Tebedellel a mekeald el bad – Volcano
Credit Zina Deretsky, National Science Foundation



Ngurd er a bertakl – Ridge



Dellesul a bertakl – Slope



Toachel – Trench

Kermadec Trench, north of Aotearoa (New Zealand)
Credit Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution



Tebedellel a kleald – Hotspot
Credit Los688 WikiCommons



Ngesekel a beluulechad – Earth’s Crust



Oterkeklel a rak – Carbon Dating



Omesubel a teletelel a 
klengar 

Biological Terms



Merangd – Coral



Credit Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument

Merangd er a kereker – 
Shallow Coral Reef

Merangd er a toachel – 
Deep water Coral 



Rurout – Sponge



Mekekerei el charm el diak lemeues er a mad 
– Microorganism

Image: Christian Sardet, Plankton – Wonders of the Drifting World, Univ. Chicago Press 2015



Ngikel – Fish 



Chedeng – Shark 



Btuch er a daob – Seastar



Bukitang – Octopus 



Luut – Squid



Chemang – Crab



Chedead – Jellyfish



Ta er a bedengel a merangd – Sea Anemone



Suebek el charm er a daob — Seabird  



Uldekial a kakerous el klengar – Ecosystem 
Image: Hinkler, ISBN 9781488933714


